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2013 Annual Report 

A message from the Chief of Police 

 

        March 1, 2014 

Mayor Joseph P. Maiurano 
Members of the Common Council 
 
Gentlemen, 
 
 I present to you the Annual Report of the City of Norwich Police Department for the year 2013. 
  
 In 2013 the Norwich Police began the year with one position vacant.  As the year progressed, 

the staffing of the police force was at times decreased by six officers.  The shortage was caused by a 

new-hire attending the police academy and unprecedented on-duty injuries and personal illness.  The 

numbers in this report reflect these absences.  Many of the absences took place during the summer 

months, which is normally the busiest time of year for the department. 
 
 A testament to the fortitude and professionalism of the officers of the Norwich Police, they all 

worked extra shifts for many weeks, with little notice from the population we serve.  While all shifts 

were covered and all complaints answered, we recognized this was not a desirable, safe or efficient 

means to deliver police services. 
 
 In the pages that follow are some noteworthy items of interest concerning cases handled by the 

Norwich Police.  Further in the report is 2013 statistical data in chart format. 
 
 Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns. 

 
                                                                              Joseph Angelino 
             Chief of Police 
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2013 Annual Report 

Mission Statement 
The mission of the Norwich Police Department is the 

prevention of crime and enforcement of City, State and 

Federal Laws and Ordinances. 

 

To take appropriate action on complaints from the 

public regarding all matters which fall within the   

province of the Police Department, and to refer all  

others to the proper agencies for handling. 

 

To cooperate with all City, State, County and  

Federal Agencies in the interests of Public Safety. 
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2013 Annual Report 
Members of the Norwich Police Force as of December 31, 2013 

 
NAME  RANK   DATE OF RANK   APPOINTED 
Angelino, J  Chief of Police        09/26/1996      05/15/1981 

Marsh, R  D/Chief of Police       07/22/2007      08/01/1993 

Burlison, S  D/Chief of Police       07/20/2011      10/27/1996 

 

Meade, S  Sergeant of Police      05/17/2006       04/28/1997 

Turner, G  Sergeant of Police      07/22/2007       10/28/1996 

Blenis, P  Sergeant of Police      12/31/2007       05/15/1994 

Tumminia, R  Sergeant of Police      04/19/2011       06/19/1994 

Zieno, S  Sergeant of Police      08/17/2011       05/22/1994 

 

Purdy, M  Police Officer          03/29/1998 

Burdick, J  Police Officer          09/10/2000 

Roach, R  Police Officer          09/28/2005 

Rotundo, C  Police Officer          03/01/2006 

Annesi, T  Police Officer          03/02/2006 

Carpenter, J  Police Officer          07/19/2006 

Clarke, B  Police Officer          04/09/2007 

Maerz, L  Police Officer          02/08/2008 

Miller, T  Police Officer          10/26/2008 

Carnrike, G  Police Officer          03/01/2011 

Francis, A  Police Officer          03/18/2013 
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January 

5

 The year 2013 started with the Norwich Police Department roster one police officer short because of 

a resignation in December 2012.  Keeping the police force at full minimum staffing is always a priority.    

Actions were undertaken to fill this vacant position as soon as possible.  The Norwich Police used the       

existing Civil Service list and began canvassing candidates from this list.   

January 7, 2013 - This first Monday in January was the day children returned to school after the 

Christmas winter break.  It was also the first day children returned to school since the tragic murders at an 

elementary school in Newtown, CT.  More than 25 people were killed by a lone gunman at this school in 

Connecticut.  A Norwich Police officer was assigned to each school building in the city limits, including the 

private faith based schools.  Posting of officers at school entrances during drop-off and pick-up times        

continued for the remainder of the school year.   

2013 Annual Report 
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February  

6

February 2013 -  Neighbors surrounding a house at 7 State St contacted the Norwich Police about suspicious 

activity taking place at that residence.  Information was turned over to Dep/Chief Rodney Marsh who began 

surveillance of the residence.  With assistance from detectives from the Chenango County Sheriff’s Office 

and the New York State Police Community Narcotics Enforcement Team (C-NET) the officers began a covert 

investigation into the sale of illegal substances from 7 State Street.  This investigation continued for several 

weeks.  As this investigation progressed it was determined ‘crack’ cocaine was the most commonly sold   

substance from this address.   

2013 Annual Report 

7 State Street, the target address,  marked with a star.  



7 

March 

7

March 17, 2013 - Members of the Norwich Police participated in the annual raising of the Irish flag in 

downtown Norwich.  This year, County Judge Frank Revoir continued the tradition started by retired 

County Judge W.H. Sullivan of honoring the large Irish community in Norwich.  

2013 Annual Report 

Left to Right:  County Judge Frank Revoir, Chief Joseph Angelino, PO George Carnrike and  Sergeant 

Stephen Zieno prepare to raise the flag of Ireland over East Park. 

March 2013 - For nearly 20 years, members of the Norwich Police with military experience have been  

assigned to the Police Recruit training academy.  Their mission is to introduce recruits to the para-military 

environment of a law enforcement career.  For the past three years, PO Justin Carpenter, a US Marine Iraq 

war veteran, has been a Drill Instructor as the Zone 6 Police Academy.  
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March 

8

March 18, 2013 -  After conducting interviews of candidates from the Civil Service list for Police Officer, 

ADAM FRANCIS was selected to fill the vacant position.  Officer Francis began his career with the police 

department after being sworn in at a Common Council meeting.  Officer Francis is a US Army trained Medic 

and currently serves in Co. B, 403rd Civil Affairs Bn., Utica, New York.  Basic police training for Officer 

Francis took place at the Zone 6 Law Enforcement Training Academy in Binghamton, New York. 

2013 Annual Report 

Adam Francis takes of Oath of Office for Police Officers at the March Common Council meeting.   
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March 

9

March 20, 2013 - After a month long investigation into the sale of illegal substances from 7 State Street,    

members of the Norwich Police and Chenango County Sheriff’s Office executed a Search Warrant at the    

residence.  Inside four people were arrested, two males, two females.  One of the men was from Vestal, New 

York. Also seized as evidence from this house were quantities of illegal substances, US currency and articles 

of drug paraphernalia.  

2013 Annual Report 

7 State Street.  The target location was the downstairs apartment.  Uninvolved upstairs neighbors watch 

from their windows. 



10 10

April 

Right - PO Christopher Rotundo visits with school  

children at Gibson school during lunch. 

2013 Annual Report 

 The City of Norwich Police received recognition from the New York Conference of Mayors 

(NYCOM) for our shared services program with the Norwich City School District.  Norwich was one of     

several communities that submitted programs for consideration.  Our program was deemed the most useful 

and innovative receiving 1ST Place award recognition.  The Shared Services agreement between the Police 

Department and the school district gives the School District police services which in the past were billed to the 

School district for such events as varsity football and basketball games, student dances and others.  In return 

the School District provides Information Technology (IT) support to the city. 

Left - NCSD employee James Dunne installs a software 

update on a Norwich Police patrol car laptop. 

Left  - PO Christopher Rotundo walks the hallways of 

Perry Browne School with Principal Jennifer Post. 
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May 
May 2012 - The Norwich Police actively participate with the Norwich School District to promote safe, fun 

and interesting after school activities.  Officers were assigned to the After Prom Party at the Norwich YMCA.  

In the following week a Norwich Officer greets the Senior Class prior to their three-day trip and offers some 

safety tips for being tourist in a metropolitan area.  Also in May of 2013, Norwich Police officers assisted 

with the “Mock Crash” at the Otselic Valley Central School.  

2013 Annual Report 

Memorial Day weekend in Norwich is all things cars.  Beginning Friday afternoon officers were on duty at 

the Chenango County Fairgrounds assisting with traffic as car show vendors arrive.  At the same time officers 

were in the downtown area setting up for the B.I.D. Cruise-In on the park square. Friday, Saturday and     

Sunday thousands of car enthusiasts descend on Norwich. During the weekend, teams of four officers alter-

nate between traffic duty on East Main Street and patrolling the grounds. 
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June 
June 28, 2013 - At about 8:00pm a gentleman came to the police station to report his wife missing.  At the 

time of the report the region was experiencing heavy rainfall and flooding.  The missing woman left their 

home and never made it to her place of employment in Clinton, NY.  The area surrounding Clinton, NY had 

several roads washed out and highways under water.  The Norwich Police coordinated a massive multi-day 

search effort involving many Central New York law enforcement agencies.  The searching was conducted by 

vehicle, on foot, Forest Ranger airboat and by NYSP helicopter.  On July 1, 2013 the missing woman’s car 

was located in the Town of Norwich, just south of the city limits.  Search efforts now moved to this area   

involving all available assets.  On July 3, 2013 at approximately 9:30 am, Norwich Police officers and K9 

Weeks located the deceased female in waters of the flooded Chenango River south of the city limits,         

adjacent to the NYS&W railroad tracks.  An autopsy determined the death was not a criminal act. 
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PO Loriann Maerz boards a NYSP helicopter at the Norwich 

airport on the second day of the search. 

NYSP SCUBA divers and BCI detectives along with 

Norwich Police officers concentrate their search on the 

RR tracks south of the city limits. 
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July 4, 2013 -  For the first time in memory, the 4th of July fireworks display at the Chenango County Fair 

Grounds was canceled because the Chenango River had flooded the area.   

July 12, 13,14, 2013 - Police officers close East Main Street from North Broad Street to Silver Street early 

Friday    morning.  As soon as the street is closed, scores of Gus Macker basketball hoops and courts are set 

up.  The street remains closed until late Sunday evening as thousands of 3-on-3 players and spectators watch 

16 hours per day of street basketball.   

2013 Annual Report 

East Main Street at Oleandorf Place.  The Chenango River flowing over the  

intersection and into the Chenango County Fair Grounds. 
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July  

14

 Sgt Rosario Tumminia and college intern James Testani come to the rescue of a trio of brothers on Sunset 

Drive who lost a prized toy car down a storm drain.  After several minutes of trial and error and the use of 

any and all equipment found in the trunk of a patrol car, intern Testani was successful in retrieving the toy 

from the storm drain.   

Above photographs show heroin and cash seized by PO George Carnrike & PO Justin Carpenter during a  

traffic stop on Mitchell St.  The two Syracuse area suspects were charged with Criminal Possession of a   

Controlled Substance and other charges.  Both PO Carpenter & Carnrike are responsible for several arrests 

and seizures throughout the year similar to this one in July.  Both officers have been publicly commended. 

2013 Annual Report 
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August 
August 6-11, 2013 - One of the largest events in the County each year is the Chenango County Fair held on 

the fair grounds on East Main Street.  This week long event requires Norwich Police officers to work extra 

duty, some on overtime, to police the grounds.  Each year the Norwich Police are assisted by NYS Troopers.  

15
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16

Recruit PO Francis speaks with POs Clarke 

and Annesi on the Binghamton U campus. 

2013 Annual Report 

August 23, 2013 - The President of the United States, Barack Obama, visited Upstate NY for a week long bus 

tour. One of the stops was Binghamton University.  Campus police sent out a request for assistance and Nor-

wich Police Officers Timothy Annesi, Brandon Clarke and Adam Francis were assigned to the security detail.  

The President waves from the 

front of “Ground 1” as the bus 

passes PO Annesi and NPD car 

#26 at Binghamton U campus.  
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September 

September 9—13, 2013 - The first week of the 2013-2014 School year begins with a police officer assigned 

to each school building.  On duty officers and night shift officers were held over to patrol and assist with the 

traffic, reminding drivers of the proper and efficient manner to drop off students at each school.  This in-

cludes Holy Family School and Valley Heights Christian Academy.   

2013 Annual Report 

September 6, 7,& 8 2013 - The Colorscape Arts Festival took place in both East and West Parks on the Court 

House Square.  Hundreds of vendors and thousands of spectators are in attendance during the event. Norwich 

Police officers assisted by the Chenango County Fire Police ensure the many visitors cross NYS Rte. 12 

safely.  Police officers patrol the downtown area on foot to provide guidance, directions and assistance as 

needed.        

Spectators and musicians make good use of the newly constructed 

stage in East Park.  Concerts and performances are scheduled all  

day and well into the evening.  
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October 
During the year 2013 the City of Norwich transferred all payroll time sheets and records to ADP on-line data 

entry.  This system has greatly assisted the Police Department and Human Resource Department with        

accurate record keeping of time off and pay roll. 

October 2013 - Norwich Police officers assist and maintain a presence at many annual Fall events.  On the 

weekend of October 4, 5, & 6 police officers provide 24 hour coverage of the Pumpkin Festival.  On Saturday 

October 26th members of the force provide traffic assistance and detours for the Halloween Parade.  And  

finally on October 31st, extra officers supplement the regularly scheduled officers to provide saturation     

patrols in all areas of the City for Trick-or-Treat activities.  Police officers patrol in cars, on foot and on     

bicycles for several hours during the Halloween period.   

2013 Annual Report 
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October 
October 2, 2013 - A house located at 7A State Street that was the target of a Search Warrant drug raid was 

torn down.  At the time of the raid, the house was in a dilapidated state.  Within days of the house being 

razed, the new landowner began construction of a duplex home.   

2013 Annual Report 

7A State Street is torn down.  This house was 

never  occupied after a police raid earlier in 

the year.   

October 2, 2013 - Dep Chief Scott Burlison and PO Justin Carpenter were requested to assist with training 

Chenango County Probation officers in techniques of defensive tactics and handcuffing at a day long class. 
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October 
October 15, 2013 -  In the summer of 2013 Norwich Police received complaints of suspected drug activity at 

a residence at 21 Plymouth Street.  An investigation was commenced, and this particular investigation was 

made difficult because the house was no longer on the tax rolls and no one was responsible for the building.  

Intelligence gathered during this investigation indicated the house was occupied by different people at any 

given time.  Officers were able to gather enough evidence to obtain a Search Warrant and a dynamic entry 

was conducted by Norwich Police officers and Chenango County Sheriff’s deputies.  Several people were 

arrested and quantities of heroin, cash and paraphernalia were seized.   

2013 Annual Report 

Above, POs Roach and Francis take a male subject into custody. 
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October 
October 26, 2013 -  At approximately 1:40 am Norwich Police received a call of two men fighting on West 

Midland Drive.  PO Clarke and his K9 partner Weeks were the first to arrive and encountered two drunken 

brothers, ages 19 and 21.  As PO Clarke approached them he was immediately met with a verbal barrage of 

profanities from one of the men.  PO Clarke attempted to take this male into custody.  The other male came to 

the aid of his brother and made efforts to prevent PO Clarke from making the arrest.  Both men physically 

attacked PO Clarke who was using ‘every tool on his belt’ including his baton and pepper spray.  PO Clarke 

returned to his patrol car and brought K9 Weeks into the fight.  As the physical attack continued, PO Clarke 

concentrated on one brother while Weeks maintained a grip on the other.  POs Purdy and Rotundo soon     

arrived and both drunken men were taken into custody.  Several charges were filed against the brothers      

including weapons charges for taking a police officer’s baton and assaulting a police animal.  Weeks later 

received treatment from Dr. Michael King, DVM for injuries received.   
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PO Clarke checks Weeks for injuries after both were assaulted by 

two men.  



22 

November 
During 2013 there were at least three assaults on Norwich Police officers.  Two of the officers were required 

to be absent from duty for an extended period because of the assault injuries.  A trend was apparent that    

people were acting more confrontational with police officer encounters.  It was determined that officers  

needed a new tool to protect themselves short of deadly force. In September of 2013, PO Justin Carpenter 

attended the Taser® Instructor’s Course in Cortland, NY.  The department ordered three Taser “less-than-
lethal” weapons.  Over a period of two weeks, nearly all Norwich Police officers were trained in the safe and 

effective use of this energy weapon.  After training, officers have the option of carrying the Taser on their 

duty belts.     

2013 Annual Report 

PO Roach lying on his stomach as officers are taught 

how to remove darts from a person’s back. 

PO Rotundo waits for PO Carpenter to deploy a Taser. 
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November 
November 11, 2013  -  The annual Veteran’s Day Parade takes place with the Norwich Police leading the 

marchers on East Main St to the downtown square.   

Photos by Frank Speziale of The Evening Sun 
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Patriot Guard members escort the Guest of Honor, 

US Navy Lt. Beth Ann Pervetich on East Main St. 

PO Jeremy Burdick, a US Army Veteran, blocks traffic 

as the parade enters East Park. 

Chief Angelino places a wreath in remembrance of 

those who served in Desert Storm and Iraq. 
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November 
November 30, 2013  -  The Christmas Parade of Lights takes place each year on the Saturday following 

Thanksgiving.  This event requires most of the police department to be on duty to handle the pedestrian 

crowd of thousands, the traffic barricades and detours.    

Photos by Frank Speziale of The Evening Sun 
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PO Thomas Miller walks past some 

of the crowd in front of the Colonia       

Theater on South Broad Street 

The officers who worked the 2013 Christmas 

Parade of Lights gather at the Police Station 

prior to going on post.  
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December 
December 2013  -  A “Press Page” was created that allows members of the media internet access to the daily 

arrest blotter and press releases issued by the Norwich Police.  Each media outlet is given a user name and      

password to access the information.  This saves time for desk officers and also ensures equal access to     

members of the media.  All outlets are able to retrieve identical information at the same time.  
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The media log in page for timely access 

to the police arrest blotter and other 

news releases.  

Chief Angelino and Judge Revoir flank new Eagle Scout  

Peter Braswell.  Standing in front is Peter’s father, The Rev. 

Bruce Braswell. 

December 28, 2013  -  The Norwich Police Department was invited to a Boy Scouts of America Eagle Scout 

Ceremony held at the Emmanuel Church on West Main Street.  Chief Angelino and County Court Judge 

Frank Revoir addressed those gathered.  
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